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SWOT ANALYSIS – Rail and Pipeline

• Strengths
• Rail System is efficient, safe, and in good condition. Sufficient for ND industries
• Pipeline system is efficient and safe

• Weaknesses
• Train frequency and lengths occasionally delay roadway traffic 
• Nearly half of track on local railroads cannot accommodate 286k railcar 

weights
• Less than 20% of rail at-grade crossings have active warning (over 80% are 

passive)
• Over past 7 years (2015 to present) rail-related crossing crashes have not 

diminished - plateaued 



• Opportunities
• Transformation from fossil fuels to renewable energy and electrification –

trucking and rail industry
• Reducing rail at-grade crossings in urban areas
• Improve resiliency of multimodal freight system
• Analyze Canadian Pacific’s acquisition of Kansas City Southern for lower cost 

transportation to Mexico
• Support Local Railroads in addressing 286k weight limitations

• Threats
• Labor availability to sustain transportation industries (trucking and rail) 
• Energy transition may reduce tax base causing reduction in infrastructure
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